
City of Newcastle

Looking Ahead    
Next year the City Council will face some challenging decisions concerning 
financial planning. The proposed 2018 budget is balanced using funds from 
reserves, but this is not a long term strategy. Newcastle's population is 
increasing each day, which is exciting for the community, but increases the 
city's cost of providing services.
 
The City Council has started the process of developing a Long Range 
Financial Plan. Putting this plan in place, complete with strategies and 
priorities, becomes increasingly critical. The City Council will continue 
important dicussions concerning the financial health of the city as early as 
January of next year.

2018 Preliminary Budget in Brief

Ranked as one of the best places to live in America, Newcastle 
combines the convenience and choices of urban living with the 
comfort and community of a small town.

2018 Proposed Budget
 

Budget Highlights
No New Revenue
The 2018 preliminary budget does not propose any new revenue 
sources.

Public Safety
Public safety expenditures, including rising costs for police 
and fire services, account for 31 percent of the total budget.

Collaboration
More than any other year, this preliminary budget represents 
the thoughtful, collaborative efforts of the City Council and 
staff. The Council and staff have worked on the budget 
throughout the year.

General Fund Reserves
This budget proposes using money from General Fund 
reserves to cover an approximately $350,000 shortfall, a 
strategy made possible thanks to previous efforts to build up 
the fund balance.

   
Currently, the total 2018 Operating and Capital Budget is 
$12,177,485. With the addition of transfers, debt service, and other 
financing uses totaling $3,734,725, the total preliminary budget 
becomes $15,912,210. This is a reduction of 11 percent or 
$1,911,070 over the 2017 budget. 

The City Council is in the process of reviewing the proposed 
budget, and holding public hearings. The final public hearing is 
scheduled for Nov. 7 at 7 p.m.

Surface Water Management Fees
Homeowners will pay about $30 more in Surface Water 
Management fees in 2018. The City Council approved fee 
increases to ensure the city can fund operations, programs 
and projects identified in the Comprehensive Surface Water 
Management Plan.

Get Involved
Over the next two months, the City Council will review the budget, amend it 
and give citizens a chance to comment. You're invited to participate at any 
of the upcoming City Council meetings, which begin at 7 p.m. at City Hall.

*Note: While the dates of public hearings will not change, there could be minor 
alterations to this budget calendar. Please check www.newcastlewa.gov for the 
latest updates*

See the full budget at www.newcastlewa.gov/budget18

http://time.com/money/collection-post/2791429/19-newcastle-wa/
http://newcastlewa.gov/budget18

